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Born on January 16 1931 in a world of possibilities, Dr.
Subhash Mukherjee was a remarkable individual destined
to make an unforgettable impact on the pages of
medical history. His academic  journey was outstanding,
culminating in a B.Sc in Physiology and an MBBS degree
from Kolkata. He later pursued a degree in Reproductive
Physiology from the University of Calcutta.

Dr. Subash created history by successfully carrying out
the In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) procedure that led to the
birth of Kanupriya Agarwal, on October 3, 1978. This was
the same year Louise Brown, the world's first IVF baby,
was born in the UK (July 25, 1978). This timing underscores
that Dr. Subash achievement was not just a replication
of UK technology but an independent and simultaneous
innovation.

Dr. Mukherjee’s journey became increasingly filled with
challenges. Denied the opportunity to present his
discoveries in Tokyo, he faced growing social stigma and
professional exclusion. Being transferred to an institution
only intensified his sense of isolation. 

Despite this monumental achievement, Dr. Mukherjee’s
groundbreaking work faced skepticism and outright
rejection, from his colleagues and government
authorities. Unfortunately, his pioneering technique,
which predated the birth of India’s recognized test tube
baby went, tragically unnoticed..
A committee, formed to scrutinize his work, lacked the
requisite knowledge in modern reproductive technology.
This lack of understanding led them to accuse Dr.
Mukherjee of being a fraud, a verdict that significantly
scarred his professional reputation and personal life.
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The culmination of these relentless hardships ultimately

resulted in the tragic suicide of Dr. Mukherjee on June 19,

1981 at the age of 50. His final words were heavy with

frustration and a profound sense of defeat, expressing the

anguish he felt. In a acknowledgement of his daily struggles

he said;"I can't wait for a heart attack every day." This

statement poignantly captures the extent of despair

experienced by a visionary who not only faced

misunderstanding but also endured unjust criticism from,

within his own medical community.

Posthumous Recognition
Dr. Mukherjee’s brilliance remained undiscovered, for years

overshadowed by his colleagues. However, in 2002, his

groundbreaking work was finally recognized by the Indian

Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the West Bengal

government, four decades after his pass. This awaited

acknowledgment came about through the efforts of Dr.

Sunit Mukherjee and Professor TC Anand Kumar who

discovered Dr. Mukherjees handwritten scientific documents,

thereby restoring his rightful position, in medical history.

Dr. Mukherjees impact goes beyond IVF. Serves as a symbol of

unwavering determination, commitment and an insatiable

thirst, for knowledge. His untold story continues to inspire and

guide researchers and medical professionals, embodying the

spirit of a pioneering figure whose light never truly faded

despite facing challenges. It is also important to acknowledge

the individuals who brought his work to light. Dr. TC Anand

Kumar and Sunit Mukherjee. Let us salute their contributions

well.

Dr. Subhash Mukherjee:        
Ek Doctor Ki Maut-.

Triumph, Turmoil, and
Tragedy
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"In a world often blinded by convention, Dr. Subhash Mukherjee's
story remains a mystifying blend of unrecognized genius and relentless
pursuit of the unknown, casting a shadow of intrigue over the annals

of medical innovation."


